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Illinois State University 
Department of Music 
Creative Arts Ensemble 
Illinois State University is a people place. It's 18,000 stu-
dents represent a cross section of Illinois, the Midwest, the 
nation and the world. It is a friendly place. 
The Department of Music at Illinois State University is 
recognized for its outstanding teaching and performing faculty. 
Creative Arts was organized in the Spring of 1971 by 
Frank Suggs. Its purpose was to provide an Ethnic Ensemble in 
the Department of Music. In the 27 years of its existence the 
Ensemble has produced outstanding students and groups that 
have played with and behind such artists as The Barkays, Andre 
Crouch, Pat Martino, Katherine Dunham, Sonny Stits, Eddie 
Harris, Sammy Davis Jr., Sting and Stan Kenton. 
Black Music I (Music 153) came into existence in the Fall 
1971. It's purpose was to study and pay tribute to Black music 
and musicians. 
Introduction to Music Industry (Music 175) begin in 1986 
and it's purpose was to provide a beginning course for students 
seeking careers in the Music and Entertainment Industry. 
'l1i.e a6ove courses were written antf have 6een taugfit 6y :f ran( 
Suggs since tlieir inception 
I 
Groups I 
I' 
Temptations 
Some members are Elbridge Bryant, Melvin Franklin, Eddie Kendricks, Otis Williaml J 
and Paul Williams. The group began in 1964 by combining the Primes with the 
Distants. In the early years they sang behind Mary Wells. Temptations first hit was The 
Way You Do The Things You Do. 
Smoky Robinson and the Miracles 
Members were William "Smoky" Robinson, Claudette Robinson, Bobby Rogers, 
Warren "Pete" Moore and Ronnie White. The Tracks Of My Tears was their only 
number one hit. Smoky Robinson became Motown's major song writer and producer. 
Martha Reeves and the Vandellas 
I 
I 
I 
The group started in 1962 and the original members were Gloria Williamson, Martha 
Reeves, Annette Beard and Rosalind Ashford. Gloria was the lead singer. Love ls Likl 
A Heat Wave soared to number 4 on the charts in 1963. This success was followed by 
Dancing In The Streets in I 964. 
Jackson Five 
They started in 1968. Group members were Michael, Jermaine, Tito, Marlon, Jackie al, 
Randy. Standing out from the group was IO year old Michael who was an accomplish 
imitator of James Brown. Motown signed the group in 1969. · 
Ike and Tina Turner I 
The show was known as the Ike and Tina Turner Revue. They began in 1960 in the city 
of St. Louis. Tina developed a high energy, free wheeling dance and singing style with,· 
female back ~p singers. ~~is bc~ame her trade '.11a~k. The group was successful in Urb 
areas but national recogmt1on did not come until Tma entered films. · 
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A Tribute To Tina Turner 
In all endeavors African Americans have all ways had to 
work harder than other groups in order to reap similar 
rewards. From Minstrelsy to MTV they were paid less but 
worked more often. Most performers struggled and still 
struggle on something called the "chitlin circuit". This is a 
series of venues in urban areas that cater to African American 
entertainment. The pay is small; consequently the artist have 
to work more days in order to make a living. This can range 
from 140 to 240 nights per year. Quite often these are one 
nighters. James Brown has always been considered the 
hardest working man in show business because he did 200 
one nighters per year. Tina Turner was the hardest working 
woman in show business when she was with Ike. 
1: 1l ud Mal}' Creedance Clearwater 
I', · I 
Lead: Eva Fullerton 
Background: The Women 
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Undergraduate teaching assistants 
• Demarcus Woodard, Aisha Miller and Jacq-A-Simmons 
l rictures: Fred Hunter 
Poster design: Christopher Leake 
-8ackground information on the groups: Lautaundia Samuels 
p rogram name: Marketing Group (Black Music I) 
Solund equipment: Encore (Dr. Sue Ann Stutheit) 
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Love Train 
'fhe Performers 
,, 
11 
Male Singers 
Herman Askew- Lockport, IL., 
Lockport Township H.S., Agricultral/ 
Business Administration., Junior 
Braden .Joy- Bolingbrook, IL., 
Bolingbrook H.S., Jr. High/ Middle 
School Edu., Freshman 
Bruce Robinson- Chicago, IL., Chicago 
Vocational H.S., Accounting, 
Sophrome. 
Christopher Houston- Chicago, IL. , 
Harlan Community Academy H.S., 
Graphic Design, Junior 
1:~11:1:1m;:.1 !·· 
Band 
Ralph Jones, Ken Lindstrom, 
Todd Karzen, Jerome Nesbary 
Female Singers 
Eva Fullerton- Chicago, IL. , Linblom 
Tech, Psychology, Sophomore 
Carol Elizabeth Shegog- Momence, 
IL., Momence H. S ... , Psychology, 
Sophomore 
Christina Kedzior- Tinley Park, IL. , 
V.J. Andrew H.S., Theatre, Junior 
Freda Henderson- DeKalb, IL. , 
DeKalb H.S.,, GeneralStudent, 
Sophomore 
Choreography 
Tobitha Harvey and Jul itta McCants 
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I'm So Excited 
So In Love 
Band 
Hold On 
I' II Be There 
111 
Pointer Sisters and Trevor Lawrence , 
As perfonned by the Pointer Sisters I 1 
Lead: Christina Kedsior . i1 
Background: Women 
As Perfomzed by All - 4 - One 
Lead: Bruce Robinson 
Background: Cast 
As sung by the Spinners 
I 
I 
Sadie, -, 
As perfonned by En Vogue 
Leads: Eva Fullerton and Freda Henderson 
Background: The Women 
McElroy and Foste1 
A lribute to Jackson Family 
From the 1930's through the 1990's success for many 
African American artist has been due to their families. 
Rev. C. L. Franklin prepared and financed Aretha's 
careers. Pop Staples put his family on the road and they 
became the Staple Singers. Mattie Moss Clark organized 
her daughters and nieces into a group that became the 
Clark Sisters. Cissy Houston shaped and continues to mold 
the career of Whitney. However, Jo Jackson and wife have 
produced more super stars than any other African 
American family. 
Guest Artist 
Aisha Miller 
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Berry Gordy, Hal Davis, Willie Hutch and Bob Westl 
As pe,formed by the Jackson Five 
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- - - G -----ative Arts Ensemble African American Cultural Series - - - -
Touring Shows for Black History Programs 
~~ 
0 
/ 
Based on Martin Luther King's 
Letter From A Birmingham Jail 
~ by 
This production 
of James Weldon 
includes four 
Johnson's 
sermons. They are pre- ,_,. sented with staging, 
music and movement. God's Trombone pays tribute to 
the African American preacher. 
...... The old-time Black preacher has not yet been 
given the niche in which he properly belongs ...... It was 
through him that the people of diverse languages and 
customs who were brought here from diverse parts of 
Africa and thrown imo slavery were given their first 
sense of unity and solidarity. He was the first shepherd 
of this bewildered flock. ........... It is the preacher who 
for generations has been the mainspring of hope and 
inspiration. 
James Weldon Johnson 
Frank Suggs 
· JII The musical 
covers half of a day 
in the lives of two 
young men, one 
black and the other 
white. The time is 
April 1963, and the 
place is Binningham, Alabama. More 
that 1,000 children have been arrested 
for demonstrating, and Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. is in a Binninghamjail. 
The two main characters, while 
trudging from a city bus stop to a black 
church and a white church respectively, 
learn that education and self-motivation 
are not enough for high achievement if 
racial barriers are not broken. 
Songs, poems and stories 
Nothin' 
But 
The 
Blues 
Collected 
by 
Frank Suggs 
Music flows from field hollers and work 
songs of share croppers and prison inmates to the 
recordings of Bessie Smith, B. B. King and Bobby 
Blue Bland. 
....... There were no f annal stories about 
African American existence in America passed 
down in any pure African tongue ......... When 
America became important enought to the African 
to be passed on .......... to the young, those 
renditions were in some kind of African American 
language. And finally, when a man Looked up in 
some anonymous field and shouted, "Oh, Ahm 
tired a dis mess/Oh, yes, Ahm so tired a dis mess, " 
you can be sure he was an American and the blues 
was born ....... .. 
Emari Baraki 
leaching r-rhe Culture 
Projects 
Black Music I and II 
Attaching "a hands on experience" to regular classroom work is an excellent way of helping 
students, not only understand the culture, but it 
is a mechanism by which children and other 
adults can become culturally literate through 
the work of students. 
Church Project, Wayman A. M. E., . 
Bloomington, Illinois. 
The People Who Could Fly 
Students seem fascinated by stories 
of Mr. Turtle and Mr. Frog during a 
time when animals and people 
ruled the earth. 
American community. 
African and Caribbean folktales at Bent school 
Bloomington, Illinois 
The People Who Could Fly 
Learning the songs, 
telling the stories, 
playing the games, and 
teaching them to 
someone else helps 
young people internal-
ize the culture. 
Afdcan American Folktales at Brigham School in Bloomington, Illinois 
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